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0d) * 
\n exhortation-to his Dearely beloued Coyn- 
M-imcn, 'all the Nartiues of the Countic of Lan- 
cater , inhabiting in and about the Citie of Londen 
ending to perſwade and ſtirre them vp to a yearcly 
contribution, forthe erecting of LeQures, and main- 
czining of ſome godly-and painfull prezchers in ſuch places 
' of that Country as haue moſt neede, by reaſen of jg= 
'  . norance and ſuperſtition there abounding 
compoſed by George Walker Paſtor of St. Joby 


the Enen;elifls fn Wailingfreet in - 
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Y deare and loning Countrimen , whom God by his 
M gracious providence hath, cogether with my ſelfe, 
tranſplanted” out of our native Country the Countie of 
Lanesfter, (which, as it is at this day, ſo hath much more in 
the dayes of our youth-and within our memorie, beene asa 
rough, vntilled barren deſert, ouer-runne with ignorance, 


ſuperſtirion and poperie ) and hath planted ys by the wa- 
ters of comiforc in a wealthy and fruictull place, where all 
bleſſingsneedfull for ſoule and body are extended vnto vs 


4s a flowing ſtreame: you are not ignorant of that ſaying of Iſai 66.12; 
our Sauiour, That to whom much # ginen, of them munch ſhall 1-vke 12.48, 


berequired: yea I doubt not but ye haucall learned this leſ- 
fon ; thar as God after great deliuerance from great cuills, 
dangers and miſeries requires much thankfulnefle ro hime 
ſcife arthe hands of the delivered : ſoalſo much compaſii- 
on towards their brethren, whoſtill remaine in the ſame mi- 
feries and dangers, and areadincile to helpe and ſuccour 
them vpon cuery occalion.and opportunity which ſhall bee 
offered, This our Sautour teacherh vs by his example and 
conrinuall praQiſe , 1n that he is touched with our infirnities , 


«1d by the things which bee ſuffered being tempted , is become a Heb.4,15, and 


merciſall gh Preift able and readie to ſucconr them that are *v' 5. 
jempted: Andthis hee enjoynes vsall to = in praiſe, in 
thaccharge which he gaue to bra Apolile ? when rhow art 
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| ale. 25, 354, cornerted flrengthte thy brothren,. Now my brethren if ye banw 
jg ty thefe things, beppy and blefied ſhall x67 if ye alſo doe thew, 
: 28 0ur Saniour aftirmeth in the Gofpell, Andthatyou may 
by ſo doing 'obteine morecafily rhis happineſle and bleſſed. 
nefſe: lo here | will ſhew you a ſhort cutanda ready way, 
cuen one only worke of piety and charity which Twill com. 
mend ynto you, in which worke alone ( if yow-ſhall wiſely: 
and conſcionably begim:it, and therein«carefully, cheerfully 
and conſtantly proceed and continue to the end according 
ro that ability which God hath giuen to you) ye ſhall at once 
performe all theſe workes and duties of Chriſtianitieg that 
18, you ſhall render and returne ynto God increaſe.and fruit 
according to the talents which-he hath committed. ro your 
truſt, and the ſeed and coſt of planting and tilling which he 
hath on you beſtowed .. you ſhall offer yp to his majeſtic a 
moſt acceptable ſacrifice of thankfulneſle for his deliuerance 
of your-ſoules from dangers of ignorance, ſuperſtition and 
prophanclle which ouer-ſpread the place of your narivitic, 
and withall you ſhall ſhew-all Chriſtian compaſſion, and cx- 
erci © brotherly charity and commiſeration towards your 
brethren and Country, and by Gods grace and bleſſing on 
your indeauours, become powerfull inſtrumentsand effcc- 
tvall meancs of ſauing many ſoules ; by turning them from 
Ads 28.13 grknelleto Iighc, and from the power of Satan ynto. God: 
Colloſl, 1, 12, *hat they may become fellow Saints with your-ſelues, and 
cohcircsand partakers of the inheritance of glory in light. 
This worke( todeſcribeand ſet it forth plainely- in that: 
nature as it 1s here commended to you )-i$no more but 4 
free, voluntary , cheerfull and' charitable contribution of 
ſuch yearly ſummes of money;as euery one of you, by means 
of that wealch-and ability which God hah 'beſtowed: vpon 
him, may very well whhotrimpoucrifilig. pinching, of! 
any way ouercharging of hinifelte,or in\pairingof his eſtate, 
beſtow tor the manneataing of godly, painctull and profits- 
ble preachers of Gods word in thoſe parrs and pariſhes of ous. 
native Country cf Lancaſhire, in which -1,cre 15 found to-be 
Wxxarclt aced, and nioſt gricuous wan & ſarlity of preach» 
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(3) ", 
ing ; and maintenance for preachers; chat by theft cons 
einuall labors, zealous preaching and conſcionable paings, 
;onorance and ſuperſtition may be rooted out, true religion 

anced, Gods true wotſhipſer vp and cRabliſhed, and thar 

y the conuerting of many ſoules, and inſtruting and con= 
firming the weake , Gods true Church gay there increaſe 
and flouriſh, and ſo that Country whifis now in many 
places like a barren wilderneſſe, may become a fruicfull gar= 
den and pleaſant vineyard of the Lord ofhofts, well watered 
with plentitull ſhowers ©: Gods heauenly and ſpirituall gra- 
ces diſtilling from heauen, and wich fountaines, ſprings and 
flowing ſtreames of earthly and temporall bleflings, which 
follow and accom panie the publike entertcinmenrt of the 
Goſpell, and the aduancement of Chriits true Church in c- 
uery land, | | 

This worke:( it wee ſhould ſceke no further but looke yp- 
on it, and rake a view of itin irſelte, asir is here in plaine 
words propoundedtovs) hath in it motiues ſufficient of all 
forts codraw vs, and moue vs to pur it in preſent praQtiſe, 

Firſt, whereas in.many other workes of bountie and libe- 
ralitie , grace and nature are found contrary, and while the 
one per{wades v8 to doe them, the other diflwades vs from 
them z as for example, in the purchaſing of great houſes, 
lands and reuenues for our children, while naturall affe tion 
doth incite vsto disburſe great ſummes , andeo imploy all 
our wealch and eſtate 3 Grace on the contrary forbigs vs to 
ſpend all on our chaldren and flethly kinred, which perhaps 
may proue wicked prodigalls, and abuſe our riches to finne 
and miſchicfe, and tells vs chat we ought rather to honour 
God with our wealth., by ſpending a great part thereot in 
workes of piety and charity vpon the poore members of 
Chriſts And while Grace drawes vs to this, naturall affcRi- 
on doth draw and pull vs from it, vnto the other, Now in 
this worke here commended to you there is no ſuch oppo= 
lition berweene grace and nature, nor any ſuch cauſe of dif- 
tation., but both rogether doe draw, pull and allure vs 
with joynt forces: Gracetells vs thar this being a worke of 

| | A3 pinty 


pitty tehding to Gods glory by the ſauing of many ſouley} 
the increale nf his Church, and aduancemenr'of trite religis 
on Md bjs boly worſhippe, ns good Chriſtian can refuſets 
put his hand vnto it:z but every one'oughr'to be,” and will 
he forward in it, And becauſe this worke is alſoa worke of 
charitic not towageangets - bur towards our Countri.. 
mes and kinred a itig to the flicſh, cuen towards our 
ewne brethren, and rendsto this as one maine end to make 
ournatine Country bletTed with all bleſtings heauenly and: 
earthly 4 rhercfore naturall affeRion doth ſtrongly and ve. 
nemently pull vsang perſwadevs vntoit, and a8. we all ne 
rurailyloue our Country and kinred z.fo we cannot but by 
theinſupk of nature be forward in-this worke, 

Secondly , this contribution is not like choſe antique 
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taxes , Which heathen Emperours, tyrants rather , vſed' Wl #54 
by their conſtraining commandements , and with irong wher 
hand to wreit from their cuer-awed & impotent vaſſals;nor- like 4 
liketherigid pennance and grieuous penalties ; which Po+ and 1 


Piſh Prieſts and confeſſors doe often times inflict on their Wl !y p3 


penirentsas a ſatisfaQion for their ſinnes;- which either are free | 
ahoue the ſtrength of their bodics ,, and tend to the endan- - il licks 
gering of cheir health and life, or ſurpaſſe their abilities and' to 
eſtates, and doe: farre. oner-charge and much impoueriſh'. ll ben: 


chem z but chis is onely of ſo much as the ſpirit of God ſball 
mwarcly moueand.perſwade cuery man to: giue freely and 


{elfe 
thet 


eh--rfiully with all alacritie, and which God hach imabled F 
241) '0 grue without impoueriſhing of himſelfe , or weake« thet 
11448 and impairing of his eſtace,and which may well be ſpa« for « 
xe trom other vaine expenſes and needlefic-ſuperfluitier: | the! 
/0 that here is no coulour of exception againſt+ this contri- whi 
DGution, no leaſt cauſe for any as. grudge or hin: 
muuwmnre againſt it, or to count it a burden: here is nothing May 
Yreq»1:cd of any but what he is able and willing: to doe, and tof 
| o_ without.any wrong , loſſe or damage ro himſelfe at wa 
21lls | #7 Jus 
Thirdly, this worke is noe one of thoſe almeg-deeds and WM ©! 
workes of charity which redone jn fecrery which few fee Bl 


bu - 
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butGod; thisisa'publike worke like a candle vpon a 


ne -: 
dleſticke which gives light to' all the houſe, beſides thYo- 


fit and comfort which"it may bring to many and ſeuzrail 
articular joules.,-and che gracious accepration and bounti- 
tull reward which'1c may find with God; ir ſhall yndoubt- 
edly alſo brin 5 preat'glory to Gods name, 'and be a meanes 
of many thankes giuen by many vnto God in' his publicke 
Church and congregation. And as the multitude of them 
who receiuethe benefic of this contribution, fall have iuſt 
cauſe to haud and praiſe God continually : ſo many orhers, 
even all they who fee it a farreof and heare the fame and re- 
porrof it, ſhall be prouoked and ſtirred vp-by yourexample; 
and hereby you ſhall cauſe your lights to ſhine before men, 
that they ſeeing your good workes , may glerific yo..r father which 
his heanen, 28 our Sainour in the Goſpell exhorterh, And 
whereas in other caſes a worke of picty tending to the pube 
like good-cannot be done withour great coſt and charge g 
and requires a great ſumme-:. hercin this contribution cuc= 
ty particular man may fora ſmall oblation offered vp with a 
free heart obraine the honour,and gainec the'glory of a pub= 
licke worke, and become-an examplc'and patterne of piety 
to many others, and fo bring great glory to God, and much 
benefit tothe Charch of Chriſt, with ſmall charge to him< 


ther in, this one workes © | 

Fourthly, in many other workes of piety and charitie, 
there are many doubts and diſcouragements often times ; as 
for exzemple; when a man muſtlay our a great ſumme , ci- 
therypon a great hazard and aduentute ,, being-vncertaine 
whether it ſhall take good cff<& and yeeld'any fruit ac all $& 
himſelfe or thoſe to whom he doth intendir; as we ſee in 
many hoſpitalls and Colleges much ſubje& to abuſe; che 


onely. in hope of finding it after 22any dajer as wile Salomon 
Ipeakes, Zecleſi11.1, Or when much is giueri away by men 
a theirdeath in their laſt will to pious vſes , of which chey 
themſclues being dead , can reape no þenefic at all fromthe 
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ſelfe by. reaſon. of. many. hearts and hands conſpiring toge-- 


toſt beſtowed vpon which is like bread caſt typon the waters , 
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:prayers of the poore who cnjoy it, as blind Papiſts would 
Pethvadethe world z nor any-comfort from the fight of the 
good fruit which jt yeelds ro poſterity, But here in this 
contribution there:4s no ſuch cauſe of doubting,, nor any 
{uch ſcruple co diſhcarten any man; here is no great ſumme 
to bee aduentured or put forch ypon vncertaintiesz but 4 
ſmall yearly beneuolence to be paid quarterly, & continued 
ſolong only as itſhall manifeſtly appear,to be wellimploy. 
edto good purpoſe.& for preſent profit, which payment alſo 
euery man{hall hauc in his. powerfor his owne part to ceaſe 
breake off and diſcontinue, if he doth ſee no manifeſt bene. 
fit thence preſently ariling according to his defirez 'but if 
It doth.take good effect, itſhall much aduance Gods glory 
before men, bring comfort, light and {auing health xo ma. 
ny foules,, and procure to the contributors 'many hearty 
prayers of their Country-men , who ſhall by this meanes be 
conuerted and comforted; which prayers yndoubredly God 
will heare and accept, and at their reqyeſt turne many bleſ 
ſfivgs intotheir boſomes here in this life, where onely the 
Progers and thankſgiving of Gods people , haue powerto 
elpe and prefit thoſe for whom they are made and offered 
ypin the name and mediation of Chriſt, 

Fitthly, whoſocuer hath a delire to pur forth his talent of 
worldly wealth whatſoeuer 1tis more or leſfle to the beſt 
aduantage, and ſo to imploy it that it may bring in double 
and crible gaine, ſ{urcly he cannor findea berrer way then 
this picus worke which is here commended vnto you, For 

the Ea and immediate end of this contribution is the ſct- 
ting vpand maintaining of godly, painfull and profirable 
gycachers, of Gods word in thoſe parts of our natiue Coun- 
try, where the word of God is moſt rare and precious, and 
there is greateſt neede and ſcatfitie of preaching, Wee doe 
1:0t meanec to feede idle droanes, who will labour bur little, 
and looke for large allowance z norſuchas will labour and 
take paines buttoſmall-profir, for want'of the art of pro- 
phecying, and merhad of proficable preaching 5 nor men 
-f {ſcaagalousand vagodly life, who will doc more wor 7 


G) 

cheir example, then good by their deQrine : But godly; 
painefull and profitable preachers , who will preach aud 
teach, and labour out of conſcience toGod, with an hun- 
gring and thirſting deſire ,, not to get wealth and mainte-- 
nance, but ro faue-many ſoules, and to increaſe the Church 
of Chriſt, who alſo for a ſmall ſtipend will cake much pains, 
and will teach as well 'by good example, as by doQtine, 
Now where ſuch preachers are ſer yp and maintained, there 
will follow plentifull preaching and hearing of the word of 
God, the word heard wilt bepet faith, 7 bring many to 
bcleeue in God:and m Chriſt z. faich will 'bring forth .the 
the true-worſhip ofGod, and holy inuocation or calling vp= 
on his name; and true, devout and-faithfull calling ypon 
the name ofthe Lord, is the ſure way to ſaluation, as may 
eafily-be garhered from the words ofthe holy Apoſtle, Rom. 
10.13;,14515% Buteſpecially when ſuch preachers are ſenc- 
into barren places, andamong a people ouer-runne with 
jonerance, ſuperſticion and profaneſſe for want of iuſtruQi- 
0n, as in our natiue Country z..they dec more preuaile with 
their godly labours, and bring moreplencifullfruic, and in- 
creaſe to Gods Church'in one yearc, and work'more ftrang_ 
effeRts by. turning many ſoules from darkneſle to light, 
from profaneſſe to piety, , from ignorance and ſuperſticion, . 
totheſauing knowledge and true worſhip ef God, . and 
from the flanery and power of Satan, . vnto the glorious li. 
berty of Gods children , as experience in ſome parts of our 
Country hath of lace proued ;.. then many others as worthy 
and well quallified azthey., or they themſclucs are able co+ 
doe in theſe pares where the light of che Golpell hath ſhi-- 
ted from the dayes of ourfore-fathers,. For asic 18 with vn-- 
tilled ground, oucr-growne with bricts, weeds and thornes;.. 
the firft-yeares plowing, ſowing and manuring of ir, doth 
nworkea greater and more vilivle change from barrenneſle 
bfruicfulaeſſe, then all pling and manuring can doe in 
round well rilled before , becauſe 'that onely continuerts 
adinereafethche old ; doth not beget naw fruitfulneile : 

"nienhs pooplh when the nord 17 Re Falk arpong. 
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them ;. If it doth preugile with them at all, and if they doe 
'not viterly rejef,. but chearfully receiue'ir.; they are more 
viſibly changed:from protaneſle and ſuperſtition , to piety 
and profeſſion of true religion.in the firſt yeare ,*then in'4 
Jong timeand many yearcs aftery fothat both the preacherg 
whichlabor among them, and thegodly contributors who 
fer them vp and maintaine them, may behold with joy and 
gladneſſe of heart aboundance of preſent fruit and increaſe 
ariſing from ſmall coft and labour, which is a ftrong motiue 
arid encouragementto all Chriftians-thus to 3mploy their 
talents which God hath committed to them, and ro ſhew 
and excerciſe their charity and picty in this kind, To all theſe 
ſ{pirituall motives and incouragementsarifing from ſpiritu» 
all increaſc, profic and benetir, we may adde the mulcitude 
and aboundance of temporall-bleſſings and benefits which 
the Goſpell brings with it tothe . Country and.people , a- 
'mong whom it is generally and with publike conlent recei- 
vedand imbraced ; .For experience hath taught, the world 
inallages, that as the heate and light of the Sunne accom» 
panied with watering ſhowers of raine 2nd dew, doe make 
the earth fruitfull in corne, wine, oyle, and.qll other-fruites 
which are required either for the profic and benefir,, : or for 
the pleaſure and delight of man : So the light of the Gol+ 
pell working the heate of true zeale inthe hearts of a peo- 
ple, anddrawing from them the teares of true repentance, 
and cauſing many ſuch .ſhowers of heauenly moyſture to 
diftill from their cyesz neuecr hath failed, but in all ages 
hath brought all ſtore cuen of carthly bleſiings with:ic, and 
made Gods Saints and people honourable, renowned, and 
of high eſteeme, for their worldly greatneilei, wealth and 
proſperity in the eyes of the heathen nations among whom 
they haue lived, This was thatwhich made religtous and 
vpright Noah not onely the hcire of the-rightcauſnelle 
which 1s by faich , but alſo brafaght temporal] delinerance, 
and bodily ſafety to him and his family, in the yniucrdall 
deluge and deſtruRion, of the o1d-world, and made tim 
and bj» ſong? the gepairers. of mankind , apd che-bui- 
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builders of the new world 'which followed; is the Apofile 
hathobſerued Heb. 11,7, This made. Aelchiſedek the Prieft & 
facrificer of the high God, to live and reigne a King of 
peace in all plenty and proſperity in the midſt of the wick- 
ed Caxaxrites, while all the bordering Kings ahd neighbors 
were ouer-runne with the. calamities of warre, and oppreſ- 
ſed with the heauy yoke and bongage vader /hedericomer, 
and other forraigne tyrants as we may reade Gen. 14, This 
made Abrahem, the father of the faithfull, and 7ſa«c his ſon 
the heire of promiſe,ſo to proſper and flouriſh in all proſpe- 
rity, Wealth and riches, that the bcathen nations amon 

whom they ſojourned as ſtrangers, did efteeme ard ſtile 
them Princes of God and potent Kings ſought-vnto them 
co enter into a league and oath .of amity with them, as ap- 
pears Gen13.2,6.6 21,22.6023 6,& 26.288Thismade 1cob 
who fled oucr Jordas to his vncle Laban with a Raffe in his 
hand, ſo to grow, increaſe and proſper ,, that he returned 
with oxen, alles, locks, man-ſeruants and womeneſeruants, 
wiues and children, which made-vþ two troupesor bands as 
he himſelfe confeſſerth tothe glory of God that gaue them: 
Gen.32.5.10, This made Jofeph to proſper cuen in all world- 
ly affaires, and all things whereunto he put his hand, Ger, 
39.2. 3423. This brought all blcfſings of vifgory oner cne- 
mics abroad, and of peace and plenty at home, -with all ho- 
nour, fame and renowne, to Danid, Hezechiab, Joſiah and o- 
therreligious Kings of 1/raell and [udab ; who reccined and 
beleeved the word of God, & obeyed it with all their kearcs, 
And that large promiſe which God made to Tofpne the firit 
Iudge and ruler outr /fraef after Hofer, viz. that if he would 
religiouſly obey his word and law,not turning from it tothe 
right hand or the left;he ſhould certainly proiper whitherſc- 
rucr he did goz& in all things have good ſucceile:loſb.1.7,8 


Yoo 


that ſame he actually performed, verified and niade good not 


onely to him, and to all the people of 1/7ael in his dayes: but 
alſo to all the goely and religious Iudges which ſucceeded 
him ,- and tothe whole nation ofthe PAK of 1ſreell vn- 
ger their gourrnment, as Lk In@g4 2+ 18, ADS leaſt a- 
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ty ſhot]d rhinke thittheſe examples recorded in Scripture 
were extraordinary and miraculousz we haue alſo experi. 
ence of the-like in all ages, and euen in his age, and in this 
land wherein we live. For notwithſtanding all the Popes 
curſes and thunder-bolts, and all the open atlaults which he 
hath made}, and the fecrert conſpiracy which he hath put in 
praQiſe againſt this land, incenſing and ſtirring vp all his in. 
ſtrumenrs of violence and cruelty againſt it, yet both in the 
dayes of King Edward and of Queene. Elizabeth of bleiled 
memorie, who reformed religion, and maintained the true 
preaching of the Goſpell by publike authority z this Land 
and Church hath proſpered and flouriſhed,and in all world. 
Jy peace, * plenty and proſperity excelled all other nations 
and Churches of the world; So that we may all” vpon good 
experiencewith one mouth confeſle, thattrue religion and 
the holy Gofpell of Chriſt, which we haue receiued and 
lodged in this land vnder the reigne of our later Kings haue 
proucd moſt profitable gueſts vato vs z they haueouer and 
2bone the 2boundance of heavenly knowledge, and fauing 
graces which belongtoeternall ſaluation, out of their more 


een Kingly bounsy royally paid vs with all ſafety,. ſecurity, 
peace, proſperity and wony of all worldly blcflings : yea 


we liave plaine promiles and teſtimonies in the ſacred Scrips 

tures, that chus itſhallbe roall people of all-nations, who 

receive and embrace the Goſpell in fyncerity and truth, and 

protelle true religion without hypocrifie, Our Sawiour 1n 
the Goſpell promiſ-th , that if any ſceke firi# the kingdome of 

God and the rig hteouſnefſe thereof, they ſhall hane-allotber world- 

h bleſſings, (which the Gentiles ſs carefuly (coke) ener and about 
added unto them: Matth,6. 33, Andin another place hee 
promiſeth to fuch as renounce and forſake the things of this 
world for his ſake and for loue to'rhe Goſpel, thar chey 
ſhall receaxe (befades life enerlaſting in the World to come) an buns 
&r- th-fold wore euen of theſe carthly bleſflings h: re in this 
life: Hark 20.30, To which purpoſe we haue a inoſt cleare 
teftiumonie cf the holy Apoſtle Saint Par 2.-[in9.4+8. whet? 
be lah, thatgodlmeſe is profitable vnto all things bawing A 
YT myo 


Beife of the life that now $6, as well a7 of that Which is ts come; 
Vpon theſe ſure and infallible grovnds both of holy Scrip» 
ture and common experience , Idare be bold to aſſure you 
(my deare Countri-men) that it you heartily and ynfeined- 
Jy deſire roſee your natiue Country and kindred flouriſh in 
all worldly wealth and earthly proſperictic, you cannot for 
the obteining of your defirein all the world fiid a more 
ready way, then this worke of picty which Ihere commend 
ynto you , Which as it rendsfirſt to plant the Goſpell and 
erue religion , "fo it will draw on all other bleflings by 
meanes of them, 

Beſides theſe motues which ariſe from the conſideration 
of the warke it ſelfe, curnative Countrie alſo, and the ra- 
ture and diſpoſition of the people tor whoſe vic and benefit 
this worke is intended, doe moreouer afford and offer vnto 
ys many ſtrong incouragements, For wee are not to dcale 
with a ftubborne , bruiciſh 11] natured people like the.wild 
Ih, who naturally abhozre all ciuiliry , ang are ſo .d:uored 
to their awne old faſhions, that things which in themielucs 
are maſt reaſonaMle, decent and ordcily , they doe viterly 
deteſt if they appeare toſwerve from the corrupt and abo- 
minable cuſtomes of therr-Country , and the traditions of 
their fachers : The people of our natiue Country are gene» 
rally of another conftitution , and ofa contrarie bur farre 
better naturall diſpoficion z alchough they are moſt con- 
ſtant in their reſolumons, while they conceme and imagine 
them to be zuft, good and godly, and doe follow that courſe 
of rAigion andlite , which they haue embraced tor the beft 
with ſtrong affeQion and zeale z yet naturally they: are ſo 
ingenious , and fo reaſonable and tratable., that when 
good reaſon is ſhewed to them for the coutrary , they are 
ready as to conceiue and yndcrſtand it, foto yecld vnro it 
gencrally and for the-moſt part : ( oncly ſome deſperate 
reprobares, and refraQtaric rebells cxcepted, whom God for 
their wilfull reieCting of the truth , hath-giuen.ouer:ts bee 
blinded and bewirched by the deluſion and inchantments 
of Popiſh Pricfts and Icſuiccs , and to be poſlefſed by their 
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dizbdlitall ſpirit, } And ( if we may giue credit fo the ler! 
ned hiftoriographers who hauc narrowly ſearched, and ta« 
ken a Ciligent ſuryey of all the ſhires of chis Kingdame, and 
obſerued and nored in their publike records and writings 
the mannersof the people) a5 the inhabicants of our Coun- 
try of Lamcaſpireare in bodily featufe and ourward forme 
- generally morebeaurifull and comely , then in- many other 
Countriesz ſo inreſpect ofthe inward diſpolition of cheir 
nundesthey are eucty way anſwerable , rhat itis apcoplc of 
good vnderſtanding, quicke of apprehenfion, well tempe- 
red in their willsand atfeRions, and ready to be ruled by 
reaſon: Sotharif any ſhall objcR againſt this our good 
morion,and oppoſe as a barre'or obſtacle againſt ic the blind 
zcale and head-ſtrong affetion , wherewith a great part of 
our natitfe Country, and many of our people in ciuers parts 
thereok ate carriedaway from the truth and true religion, at- 
tcrropilh ſuperſtition and (dolitries , and ſhall from thencz 
conclude, that in allliceli-hood and probabilitic , our con- 
tr1butian of money, andthe labours of oyg preachers ſhalbe 
fpentin vaine, and for no profit , on arcfraRaric and obſti- 
nate people, who like deafe adders will flop their cares, «nd 1:- 
jſe ta beare the voyce af the charmers, charme they wer or ſo wiſes 
t , asthey-haue done heretofore cuer fince the firſt reul- 
uing of the Goſpell and reformation of. religion ia ths 
Kingdome ;-I will anſwere, char chis which is objected 852 
barre or impediment, is indeed nor? all to ſuch as rightly 
vnd:rftand and confiderit; bur on <> contrary offers to 
eur conſideration fpeciall incourapemencs and mociues ts 
turcher vs in this worke. | For firft, truc Chriſtianicy tcach- 
-tÞ vsro ſhewmereyand charity to our brethren in miſeric 
:ind bondage, -and che greater we percetye that cheig dall- 
zerand miferie is wherein they remaine , the more to. bes 


moucdinwardly with pitty and compallion towards them ; 
and rather the we will indurethe fighr of their: continuall 
extremiries, -to- make a:defperatc attempc forchcir:daliuc- 


r3nce , and to aducnture vpon a great hazard euen whe 
theres little or no 


hope of their recoucrie in outward ap» 


pearance, 
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pearance. We haue many examples of Gods falchfull Saints 
recorded intheScripture>to this purpoſe : The penitenc 
Jſratlites captiued in Babylon, ſo otten and ſolong as they 
remembred Ziows deſolation, and the deplored eſtate of their 
nacive Country, could joy in nothing, but ſpent their rims 
m weeping and in ſtudying che good and profpericy of /[e- 
ru/alem ; Pſal. t37, Queene Heftey when her veople rhe 
ewes wete in exireme Ganger, by reaſon of 2a Commiſſion 
or warrant.ſealed for ther generall maſſacre and deſtruaion) 
of thei all, did run in a deſperate hazard cuen of her owne 
life, and reſoluedfortheir deliuerance to artempt the recal- 
ling ofthe Kings vachangeable decree, ſaying, If (periſh, / 
periſh 1 Feſt: 4.16, And godly Nebemiah , when he had rc 
ceiued intelligence of the great affii&ion and reproach of 
tiis brethren in Jadca after their recurne from captiuity, and 
of the City and place of his farhers ſepulchre1ying waſt ard 
conſumed with fire, was ſo fad and heauy, that he could nc 
reſt nor logke cheerfully on.the King his Lord, vatilt by 
earneſt oÞer to God andpetition to the King, he had pre- 
uvailedand gotten leaug to-goe witha large commillion for 
the repairing of /er»ſalem: Nebees, 1 and 2, Saint Pax! the 
more ſtiffe-necked that he found the Tewes , and the more 
acalous with blind zcalc not according to knowledge , the 
more he picticd chem bcing his Country-men, and the 
more he laboured by all mcanes co win them , and fought 
to ſaue ſome of thetfirhough it were with the leſſe of his 
owne life, as appeares eA#,24.17.Rom.9.1,2; And he who 
is the example of all examples, and the patterne whom all 
Chriſtians are bound cofollow;our Lord & Sauiour Chriſt, 
when wee all were in: x defperare-and wofull condition by 
meanes of our finfull'corruptisn and many finnes rebecl};- 
ouſly committedagatnſtGod, from which 'the whole world 
Was$ not able toredgeme vs, did nor caſt vs oft, but vndgr- 
tookea worke for vs, and did vndergoe a burden vnder 
which all che Angells of God, and all creatures wou!d faint, 
faile and (inke downe if it wcre laid ypon them, And ther- 
fors 3 we-deſue to walke in the wayer of Gods Saints, and 
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. to confotme our ſeſues to our head Chriſt + fo let the prear 
dangerof our natiueCountry and Country-men in which 
they lye, and the ſlauiſh-ſuperfticien and blindnes by which 
their ſoules as well as their bodies are held in capriuitie vn« 
der the Pope and the Devill, ſtirre vs vp to vſe this ana all 0. 
ther meanes which God hath reucaled in his word, and ex. 
perience of all ages hath diſcoucred to be helpfull remedics 
agauiſt all ſuch maladies, 

Secondly ,:If we examine the cauſe. of this headeſtrong 
blind zeale which ouer-ſpreades our Country , and take 
truerptice of the mcanes which maintaine this. Popiſh ſu« 
perſtition and ignorance 1n our people z they will appeare 
to beciifth as may juſtly more incourage vs in this worke, 

then afiy way diſhearten or diſcourage vs from it. 'It is true 
that ſome places, Cities and Countries for ſome notorious 
pollution are hated and curſed of God, and ſet apartto bee 
ſpeQales of his wratbfull vengeance, and examples of dread- 
 fſuldeſolation, as the plaine Countric and Cirties of Sodons 
and Gomorrhs : And ſome people are reprobares, whom 
God in his ſecret counſell hath rejced, and therefore cither 
doth with-hold from them all mcancs of faluation , eftce- 
ming them like {wine , before whom he will not caft the 
precious pearles of his word and ſaraments at all, as we hauc 
plaine examples A, 16, where the Spirit forbad the Apo» 
ſtles , an would not ſuffer them to goe to preach in ſome 
Countries, and ro ſome people : or elſerdath ſend his Goſs 
pecll and the miniſters of his word and ſacraments vnto 
them, not for their good to conuert them, but as a curſe for 
their greater condemnation to harden them, as his word 
and miracles by Moſes were ſent ro Pharaoh, Exod. 7,73. and 
to be vnto them as the Goſpell preached tis to periſhing re- 
probates, eucn #he ſanoxr of death wnto death : 2 Cor. 2. 16+ 
Now when and whcre ignorance , ſuperſtition and blind 
Z-ale proceede from theſc,cauſcs and grounds, they are del- 
perate and jncurable, and whatſoever coſt orJabour isthers 
beſtowed prours.vaine, : & 1s like water ſpilc onthe ground. 
Buc ſometimes ignorance, blind zcale, ſuperſtition __ ido- 
atr1e, 
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latrie are found ro ouer=ſpread ſome Countries; and fron go 
ly to pofleſſe ſome people throngh want of ineans and good 
inftruction, becauſe God {uffers his word and Goſpell co 
be with-held from them for a time, either etirough the ma«- 
Jice and negligence of their rulers and oucrleers, ypon 
whom hee hath a purpoſe to execuce his juſt wrath to che 
full, by bringing vpon them the blood of many poore ſcules 
which through their default doe periſh z of elle forto trie, 
proue and exerciſe the charity of their brethren and neigh- 
bours,, who are called and conuerted already before them, 
and haue recciued prace to bee Gods people , whom the 
Lord hath a purpoſeto proucke to pittic and charicie, by 
ſetting beforethem fuch examples of miſerable bliudnelle, 
which haue!great neede of their helpe and commiſeration : 
In theſe caſes, the greateſt ignorance, molt blind ſuperſtici- 
on and moſt head-ſtrong zeale ; ſtanding for errors and a ' 
falſe religion; are not deſperate, but haue great hope of cure 
by the word of God, and ſuch-meanes applicd co them 4. yea: - 
ſuch head-ſtrong, zealous and ſuperſticious people, . when 
the true and. cleare light of the Goſpel] once ſhines vnto 
them by meanes of an able and powerfull miniſtery., are by 
experience found to become no leſle, but racher more zea- 
lous for the-truth, and for God and godlinelle, then before 
they haue beene for falſhooJd-and errors, + And that this 18 
the very caſe and c6ndition of our natiue Country , and of 
our blind, zealous and ſuperſtirious brethren and neighe 
bours inhabiting , it appeares plainly by two ftrobg and 1a- - 
fllible arguments. « 

Firſt, that their ignorance and blind zeale proceede.from 
want of ordinary meanes,to wit, the preaching of che word 
and good inſtrugion, cxpericnce plainely proues , and no- 
man can With any colour of reaſon denie:; For alchough 
our Country of Lavcafire is one of the largeſt ſhires in this - 
Kingdome, yet it hach for the publike worſhip of God one- 
ly thircy fix Pariſh Churches wichin the large circuite of it, 
as our biſtories ſhew, and ſome Pariſhes forty miles in com- 
Falle ro wy knowledge, wheras ſome other hires nor om 
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Jarger then one diuifion or hundred of Lancaſhire; irs 
knowne and recorded to haue twaor three bundred Pariſh 
-Churches in them, 'and thoſe farre better furniſhed with 
meanes for maintenanceof an able miniſtery then ours arc; 
#5r example the hundred of Fourneſle where I was borne, 
which for ſpatious compaſſe of ground is not much le(le 
then Bedforaſbire or Rutlandſhire, it hath onely cight Pariſh 
Churches, and ſeuen of choſe eight are impropriate , and 
the liuings in the hands cf Lay men, and in ſome of thoſe 
Pariſhes which be forty miles in compalle, there is no more 
ordinary and ſet maintenance allowed for the miniſtery of 
the word and facraments, but ten potinds or twenty noble; 
yealy, Andrherefore though the people were-naturally 
the moſt traRtable vnder the Sunne, no man could- in rez- 
ſon Jooke for any thing but abundance of ignoranceruling 
among them , till it pleaſe God to ſtirre vp the publicke 
ſtate, or the ſpirits of ſome godly private Chriſtians,to pro« 
uide ſome maintcnance for the conſtant miniſtery of the 
word, to beſet yp and continued among them: yea ( con- 
fidering what large ſpacious walkeg, and how. many couerts 
and lurking places there are in thoſe thicke miſts and ſhades 
of ignorance and darkneſſefor Iefuites and ſeminary Pricſts 
thoſe ſonnes and miniſters of darkneſſe , who commonly 
find beſt 1rtertainment for their flattery and painted hypo- 
crific among ſuch people as veing naturally diſpoſed to 
deuotion and religion, are notwithſtanding ,held captiuc 
inignorance for want of meancs:: and alſo findemoit liber- 
tic and beſt roome to beſtirre thmſelues, and greateſt free» 
dome from diſcouerie in thoſe Pariſhes , where there zre no 
Jearncd Preactxers, nor vigilant Paſtors: ) let reaſon judge 
how vnlikely and almoſt impoſſible it is for that -people to 
be free from blind head-ftrong zeale, and that Popiſh ſuper» 

ſtition and Idolatrie ſhould not generally poſleiſe them ? 
Secondly, as Saint Pal arguexfor the nation ofrhe nattt« 
rall Ifraclites Rom. 11.1, ws proues that they wete not vt- 
terly caſt away.of God, becauſe hee himlelfe and divers, 0- 
 ewol enemy wee goated wato Qhany by the Golpel) 
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-oppolcd; now by meanes © 


| (17) ; , 
ind anele& remnant was found among them in the dayes 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, when generally they perſecuted 
the truth, and ſeemed to be moſt oppolite and ſtiffenecked: 
So we may much more and vypon ſtronger grounds of rea- 
ſon argue for our blind ſuperſtitious Countri-men , that 
they are not a reprobate people, whom God hath caft away, 
and given ouer to deſperate blindnefle and obſtinacy, never 
to be conuerted;z becauſe not onely we our ſclues being 
many haue by Gods grace extended plentifully vnto vs, re 
cciued the word., and doe beleeue in Chriſt, and profeſſe 
true Chriſtianity z but alſo many noble worthies have 
ſprung vp and flonriſhed in the Church of God, and ſhined 
2s lights through this Kingdome, and the whole Chriſtian 


world, who being borne in our barren ſoyle, and in their 
chil&-hood mvzled vp in ſuperſtition, ſo ſoone as God 
brought them to the light of the Golpell in the vniucrſie 
tics,the nurſcries of learning and true religion,they became 
famous and renowned protetTors of diuinity, and moſt tour 
and ſtrong maintainers ot che truthagainſt Papiſts, and all 


other Herctiques. I cannot paile by in ſilence, but for ex- 
ample will name and mention with honour and reverence, 
that mirrovr of learning andweligion DoAor #hitakers our 
ſometimes worthy proteſſorin-Cambridge , whote name is 
ſill drcadfull to our adverſaries, and his writings of greateſt 
eſteeme cuen in torraigne Countries at this day, and his 
memorie eucr blfled : Yea wee find by daily experience, 
that in thoſe pariſhes and places of our native Country , 
which haue herecotore beene moſt pricuouſly ouer-runne 
with ignorance and ſuperſtition , while they wanted the 
meancs of knowledge che miniſtery of the word, and where 
the word at the fiiſt preaching thereof hath beene ſtrongly 
6 conſtant miniſterie, and po- 

wertfull preaching continued among them , the people doe 
become generally fo zcalous for the truth, ſo feruent mn their 
zeale, ſo torward in cheir-profeſſion , ſo ftriR in their lines, 
& in the worſhip of God,ſoappolir ro allfhadows of ſuper- 
ſition, that ſome thinke hr” rai ncedof the ne 
tnen 
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then elte ſpurre 5 like the 1/raclites in the wilderneſſe, wits 
offered ſotrankly & abandantly to the building of Gods t1- 
bernacle, that there wasfound muchmore then enough for 
the ſcruice of the work,& &. Hoſes gaue commandmnenr, and 
cauſed them by publike proclamation to be reſtrained from 
bringing any more, Exed,36.. Imy ſelfe doe know, and can 
n:me for inſtance if neede require, diuers pariſhes which 
within my memorie, were deepely plunged in ſuperſtition, 
and even drowned in ignorance, inſomuch that che name 
of a. preacher was as much {corned of many, as the name of 
a babler, and of ſome as much hated as the name of an here- 
tiquez. bur nowof late yearcs I haue ſcene with mine eyes 
ſuch a wonderfull alteration wrought by Gods grace and 
bleling accompanying the{abours of ſome holy and godly 
preachers ſentamong them, thae they are ready and wiiling 
toxrun many m1les to heare ſermons, when they haue them 
not at home, and.lay aficeall care of worldly profit, leauing 
their l2bourand workeon weeke dayes, to frequent pube 
like meetings for prophecy and expounding of Gods word, 
and hardly can a Lins nM through their townes, and 
lodge there on any day-in rhe weekzbut they will by imp ot- 
reunite obreinea palalicke ſcrſhon from hin, and in great 
troupes ſuddainly and vpon ſhort warning afſembled, they 
wall glacly and chcarfully kheare him with all reverence and 
attenticn,Ang therefore as St, Pant from his owne example, 
& the exarples of a ſmall remnant of belceving lewes, who 
Ly 'o wany.miracles & much powercull preaching of Chrilt 
buntelfe,aiid hisextraordinaric Apoſtles and Prophets were 
called arid drawae to beleve, cid concluge that God had 
nor reieted and caſt away the whele nation as reprobartes 
paſt hope : So-may we much more { ongly conclude, from 
the example of our ſelues who are many , ndfrom the ex- 
ample of thoſe worchy prof«fTors and pillars ofthe Ch-rch, 
whom Go hath raiſed vp out ofour Country by ordinaric 
Mmear es,. and inoſtfalliromchegreatmaltitudes of godly 
Chriitiavs, who by hundredsand thouſands are 6aily called 
and twru.d by orduu aric-preaching from the darkeneſle of 
ee þ ___ Jgnoxance, 
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jnorance, ts thelighe of true knowledge; indfrom blind 
zeale and loue of poperie and ſuperſtition, to the fervent 
Joue of the truth, and zealous profeſſion of the holy Goſpell 
of Chriſt : 1 tay from cheſe many examples, we may as vp- 
on ſtronger grounds of reaſon conclude, that God hath not 
caſt away our people, norrejeed our natiue Country, ne- 
ther in ſo many places keepes his wordfrom them, as from 
2 reprobate people never to be conuertedz butrather doth 
ſuffer them to live ſo long in ignorance and miſerable 
blindneſle , partly for agreater judgement on oucr-ruling 
Church-robbcrs, that he may briag on them and their hou« 
ſes and familics the blood of many ſoules, which periſh 
chrough their {acrilege and covetouſneſſe : and partly to 
prouoke and ſtirre vp to pitty and charity,vs,whom he hath 
firſt conuerted, and to miniſter vnto ys-matter of true Chri= 
Kian charity, and to giueys occaſion ro exerciſe that piety 
which we profeſſe, that our faith by liuely fruites of good 
workes , may be made to appeare more glorious to the eyes 
of the world, and may ſhine in the midſt ofthe Church, and 
among all che people ofGod, 

Laſtly, ( Deare brethren and Country-men ) for our full 
-utwalcn and ſteadfaſt aſſurance, that our natiue Country 
{ notwithſlanding the ignorance and blindnefſe oucrſhado= 
wing it, and the blind ſuperſtition poſleſſing the people ge- 
nerally in divers parts thereof ) 158 place, which God hath 
choſen to put his name there, and our brethren the inhabi= 
tants thereof are a people choſen of God , and holy accor- 
ding to the eleQion of gracez letvs call to remembrance 
and daily ſet before our eyes, what holy and excellent firſt 
fruites it hath brought forth vnco God, I meane holy pro- 
felſors and martyrs in the firſt times of the pure light of the 
Goſpell beginn} 's to ſhine forth in this land, Among all 
godly er IMs in the dayes of King Edward the ſixth , 
were great builders of Gods Cliurch by their ſound doQ- 
Tine, painfull labours, and holy lives, and in the bloody 
rcigne of Queen XMary,ſcaled the Goſpell with their blood, 
who more renowned in ey of martyrs, then A 
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Jobs Br adford a-Lantafpire man ? whoſe godly writings and 
meditations able tomakea ſtonie heart ro bleede , remaing 

to the profitand comfort of Gods Church in all ſucceedin 

ages, whoſe conſtant profeſſion of the rrue faith vato death, 
& in the midſt of the fire was admired of hisenemics, & (}.all 
cuer bee remembred while God hath an ele& and farthiull 
people in this land , and whoſe memoric ſhall be bletTedfor 
euer. Among the godly, faichtull and learned men, whom 
chis land brought forth in chole firft rimes, and which ſhined 
forth as lights our of darkene(le, who after many: crvell per. 
ſecutions and baniſhmenr which they endured tor the Goſs 
pell in Qucene Marres daycs,did furume her bloody reigne, 
and in che dayes of Q1eene Flizaberb of cuer bl:iled mes 
worie,flonriſhed in this Church , and were notable inſtru« 
ments of Gd in the reſtoring and eſtabliſhing of religion ; 
who more admired for piety, prudence , karning and chart- 
tie, then char meſt reverens fatiicr 1n Gods Church, Eawin 
Sandes borne 11 Fouryſells in Lan-atire , who at the time of 
the deceaſe of Edward the (ixth, being DoRor of diuinirie, 
and vice Chancellour of the vniverſitic of Cambridge, did {0 
wiſely and prudencly behaue himfelfe in the midſt of thoſe 
troubles and thar great confuſion, eſpecially-in his publike 
ſermon which he was commanded by the Duke of. Nor 
thumberlana, to make againſt Queene A/ary in that great al* 
ſem bly at Cambridge , where the Dake himfelfe with many 
nobles and men ot warre were atlcmbled to goc and appre- 
hend her 5 that he gave content to the Duke; and yecthe 
Queeneand her party could not from thence take any ad- 
nantage againſt him : who alſo after many troubles, perſc- 
curions and impriſonment, eſcaped with great difficulcic, 
and fled beyond the ſeas, and from thence returning in the 
beginning of Queene Elizabeths reigne , afyer his learned 
diſputations againſt che Popiſh Biſhops , wasin the judges 
ment of that noble Queene and her wife connſel, eſteemed 
worthy of greatc{tpromotions in the Ghurch, and was pre- 
terred firſt o be Biſhop of ForceFer, after Biſhop of Londen, 
22d laſtly Arch-bithop of Zorke, ig all which ſcaahe flouriſh- 
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ed, and wer famous for hit promoting of pierie, advancin” 
of learned preachers, and for puhlike workes of charicie , a=: 
mong the ret for hisereing & incoving of a free ſchoole 
at Hauxhead where he was borne , and where I one ot the 
meancſt of his kindred wasin my youth rrained vp in lear- 
ningzwho alſo dying in a good old age,left behind him a no 
ble progenie and race of ſons, diuers of whom do vntill this 
day floriſh in wealth & honor, and are famous for wildome, 
eloquence and experience in matcers of religion and pol!i- 
cicobteined by:their trauells in many forraigne Countries, 
and are men-noted for other noble vertues in this ſtate and 
kingdome.: The time would faile me, if I ſhould reckon vp 
by nameall our Country-men famous in this kind, & ſhould 
relace their worthy as z as Mr. Alexander Nowel! Door 
of diuinity and Deane of Pamles , whoſe taſt of pertecution 
and baniſhment with other troubles and aflitions which 
he endured in Quaeene Aarics dayes, wrought in him ſuch 
charicy and compaſſion to the poore , that he became a pat- 
terne as of piety towards God, ſo of pitty to the poore; and 
hauing ſpent hisdayes and kivweeddrin continual! workes 
of charity, left alſoafrer him-worchy monuments of his pic- 
ty and charity; whichremaine in Oxford and other places to 
the worlds end, for the benefre of young Schollers borne in 
Lancaſvire,; and for theireducation in learning and goodli- 
terature, I mightaliſo adde among all theFeſt one of mine 
owne name and neare kinred, tohw #alker Door of diuini- 
tic, and ſometimes Arel»deaconand refidenciary ef St.Pawis 
Church-ins London; in whoſe breaft 'godly.zeale began to 
burne in his youth and tender yeares-ſofcruently,that in the 
dayes. of Fewriethe'cight when Popery-began to decline, & 
the way was but apreparing forreformation of religion, he 
together with the godly Arch-biſhop before named, our of 
their dereftation- and hatred which they bare ro Popiſh ſu- 
perſtition and Idolatry, did like Gedeon ſecretly cur, mangle 
and deface the Popiſt Images in the Church of Hanxhead , 
the place of their natiuity and mine;zvpon'ſuſpicion where- 
of he wasforced to flee our of his Country, and was ſecretly 
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ſnoarifhed ind bioight vp in Cambridge ; Where he became 


2man of note for his greatlearning , and after perſecution. 


and baniſhmentwhichhte ſuffered inQueene AZaries time, 
he was aduanced in the happy dayes of Queene Elizabeth tg 
the dignitzes fore.named, of which how worthy he was may 
appeare by his difputation with Campian the Popes Challen. 
per yet cxtant in print , againſt whom he was by the _- 
like authority of the ſtate choſen and appointed to diſpute 
among other Cdſc learned men of the Kingdome. Now 
theſe with many others moſt godly and zealous profeiTors& 
holy;marryrs,being the firſt fruites of our natiue Country of 
Lancaſhire which it brought forth, and offered ynto God in 
the brit day ſpring of the reuiuing Goſpell , Tſce no cauſe 
why we may not conclude, and ypon this ground aſſure 
our ſelues, that our Country and the generall body or mu]l- 
titude of.our pcoplcare an holy lumpe or maſle choſen of 
God, and holy according tothe clcfton of grace z and rhat 
In due time they ſhall be generally conuerted and aQuall 
Ccalledto the knowledge and profeflion of the true faith: For 
thus the holy Apoſtle Paal doth reaſon. & conclude concer- 
ning his Country-men the Jewes Rom. 11.26, That if the frft 
forft fruites be holy, the l:mpe alſo muſt be boly, Wherefore let 
no vaine ſcruples, noyncharitable deubtings, no euill ſur« 
miſes diſturbe vs in this good wotke of piety and. charity , 
ncr withdraw out hearts, nor cauſe vs to withdraw our 
Hands from aliberall contribution,which isſo neceſſary and 
commodious for the aduancement of religion in the place 
of our natiuity , ard which hath ſo much hope of gaining 
many ſoules of our brechren ro God, Although I- haue no 
warrant in Gods word to perſwade you with Popiſh motiues 
n; meric, that by cheertull performance of this pious worke, 
you ſhall merit greatrewards and blcſlingsat Gods handes 
no nor if youſhauld ſcll all that you haue., and beſtow on 
works ofthis nature z ( becauſe all that we haue is Gods he 
Pach |-ncit vs, andit wegiue allco him 'we give him 'bue 
his owne 3 neither can we by all we haue be proficable ro 
*.0., tor he necdg nothipg of ours, our well doing is "y- 
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gether for our-ownegqod" and the: good' of our brethren; 
and ſerues to-glorifie Gods grace in vs,. notto adde any pl 

tohim 1n himſelfe, and ro magnifie his name and his 
goodneſſe before men., inot to make him any better in 
Fis owne. nature or perſon: ) yetthus much Laſſure you, 
; that if our of loue co godlinetle, and out of humble obedi- 
ence to Gods majeſtie,, and true charity to the ſoules of his 
pcople, all-proceeding from a liuely faich inChrift', you be 
ſtirred vptoſhew your [clues cheerefull, forward and boun- 
titull in this pious and charitable worke, according to the a- 
bility which God hath ginen to cuery one of you; chis your 
well-doing-ſhall yndoubredly receine from God great re-- 
compenſ of reward of his free grace and bounty, and tor 
the meric of Chrift ; and the more good workes thu you-do 
of chiskind , the more cuidence and: teſtimony you ſhall 
haue of true faith and of che.ſpiric of God dwelling in you, 
and making you-one body with Chriſt, and partakers ot his 
merits; which-euidenceſhall wot onely canfirme you againſt 
all emptations, and comtpre you in all affl-Qions, and make 
your proſperity {weet vnt9 your ſoules in-chiis life : bur alfo 
ſhall and. vp in judgement far you , and proue you true 
members of Chrift,, chat in him and for his merits ſake you 
may receine the eternall kingdome and inheritance prepa» 
red forallthe ele and faithtull 'before the foundation of 
the world, Now.my dearc brethren and beloued Country- 
men, as | inthis hope haue many yearcsſtu.licd and deſired. 
toſctthis good worke on foate for the good of wy Coun« 
try, and che ſaſuation of my brechren , ,and as | haue ſpenc 
buth my.labour and ſome inoney, and much precious rime 
within the ſpace of cheſe ewo yeares laft paſt in attempting 
and beginning this worke , about the gacheriag of your 
names ſcuerally. and pcenery, and ſolliciting ſone of 
you, among whom [ hauc found diversyery forward , iree 
and bountifull faxre beyond expeRation , and as Iam rea- 
dy eu:n to the ytmoſt of iy ability -to g2e before you by 
my cxample in this contribution : So I beſcech you that 
lor the ſame hopes lake, you will be ready to joyng with wy 
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*nd others who hanebegun well , 'and that-you will goe 6z 
with vs, and accompanie vsto the perfeRing of this worthy 
worke, And for a conchufion ef this exhontation, I humbly 
beſecch the Lord to enlarge your hearts according to the 
meanes andabilitie which-hce hath giuen -you-, that you 
may extend the bowells of compaſſion to' your brethren 
who fit in miſerable darkneſſe and in the ſhadow of death, 
thar they being called to the fellowſhippe. of the ſame 
grace with ys., we may all glorifie Gods name before men 
in this life , and bee glorified of him with endleſle glory in 
thelife tocome, and may all reigne with Chrift our head 
the King of glory for eucr world without end ; To whom 
and to the word of whoſe grace I commend you all noy 
and cucr, Amen. 


Your moſt affeionate Country-man, 

ſellow-ſeruanein Chriftianity , and bro- 

ther in all Chriftian loue, Gz orc: 

WALKER Paſtor of St, Joby E- 

wangelifts.in Wait ling-ftrecte 1 | 
LonD0n, 


FINIS. 


